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CUSHMAN, ROBERT (c. 157^-1625), one of
the organizers of the Pilgrim emigration to
America, was born at Canterbury. He married
in England, where in 1608 his son Thomas was
born, went to Holland about 1609, and at once
joined the Pilgrim church at Leyden. He seems
to have had some means for, though he earned
his living as a wool-comber, he bought two
houses there. His wife, Sarah, died in 1616 and
he married in June 1617, Mary, widow of Thom-
as Singleton, herself from Sandwich. In 1617
he went to England with John Carver to seek a
patent for the prospective emigrants, and was
again in England with Elder Brewster when the
first patent was obtained. He and Carver made
the financial arrangements with the English
merchants which were accepted by the Pilgrims
at Leyden in 1620, and organized the group
which sailed direct from England on the May-
flower. Probably he was responsible for the pro-
posed alterations in the agreement which were
rejected by the Pilgrims at Southampton. The
resultant quarrel is perhaps the real explanation
of Cushman's failure to emigrate to America.
Sailing as commander of the Speedwell, he and
his family remained ashore after that ship put
back, though he served as agent of the Pilgrims
in England for the rest of his life. On the re-
turn of the Mayflower in the summer of 1621,
Cushman published a pamphlet entitled, Of the
State of the Colony [of New Plymouth] and the
need of the Public Spirit in the Colonists, He
was instrumental in sending out the Fortune
with a second contingent of colonists in July
1621, sailing on it himself with his only son,
Thomas. He brought with him the agreement
with the merchants which the Pilgrims had re-
jected at Southampton and to which they now
consented, an act which they ever after regretted
with all their hearts. At Plymouth, though not a
minister, he delivered a sermon which was pub-
lished in London in 1622, the first American reli-
gious discourse published anywhere. Leaving
his son behind with Bradford, he returned to
England on the Fortune, Dec 13, having been
in this country only three weeks. He never re-
turned In 1622 he published a tract entitled,
Reasons and Considerations Touching the Law-
fulness of Removing out of England into the
Parts of America, In 1623, he obtained with
Edward Winslow a grant of land on Cape Ann,
which the Pilgrims long used as a fishing sta-
tion and which was of great consequence in
establishing the economic independence of Plym-
outh. Cushman died in England in 1625. His
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son lived his life at Plymouth, dying there in
1691.

[The chief authority is Win. Bradford, Hist, of Plim-
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M. Dexter, England and Holland of the Pilgrims
(1905) ; W. H. Burgess, The Pastor of the Pilgrims:
A Biog. of John Robinson (1920) ; R. G. Usher, The Pil-
grims and their Hist. (1918) ; and H. W. Cushman,
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CUSHMAN, SUSAN WEBB (Mar. 17, 1822-
May 10, 1859), actress, was born in Boston, the
daughter of Elkanah Cushman and Mary Eliza
Babbitt, and a younger sister of Charlotte Cush-
man [0.V.], She remained a younger sister all
her professional life, under the protection, and
the shadow, of the maternal but mighty Char-
lotte. She and her mother accompanied the elder
sister to New York and Albany in 1836, when
Charlotte was getting her feet on the profes-
sional ladder, and a year later she made her own
debut as Laura in Epes Sargent's play, The
Genoese. She was then only fifteen, but in those
days the child actor was more admired than at
present and her success was considerable. It is
recorded (H. W. Cushman, A Plistorical and
Biographical Genealogy of the Cushwans, 1855,
p. 511), that she was married, Mar. 14, 1836,
to Nelson M, Meriman, in Boston, and that she
was left destitute by him, with an infant, and took
up acting at her sister's advice, as a means of
livelihood. Later she acted Grace Harkaway to
Charlotte's Lady Gay Spanker, both in New
York and Philadelphia, probably in 1841 or 1842,
was acclaimed in Satan in Paris, and appeared
as Desdemona to the Othello of George Van-
denhoff, a man of culture and not apparently
much given to over-heated eulogies. He later
wrote an autobiographical book, called Leaves
jrow an Actor's Note-Book, which contains
many criticisms of elder players, valuable to-day
for their evident cool-headedness and penetra-
tion. Among others is one of Susan Cushman,
as well as many of her greater sister. In 1842
Charlotte was stage manager of the Walnut
Street Theatre, Philadelphia, and Susan was
also a member of the company, Vandenhoff gave
six performances with them, receiving $180 as
his share for the six nights. "Susan," he wrote,
"was a pretty creature, but had not a spark of
Charlotte's genius; she pleased 'the fellows/
however, and was the best w;alkitig-lady on the
American stage. (Walking-ladies, madam, are
not pedestrians, necessarily; it is the English
term for what they call on the French stage, in-
genues; young ladies of no particular strength of
character, whose business is to look pretty, to
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